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Statement on the Resignation of Spencer Abraham as Secretary of Energy

November 15, 2004

Spence Abraham has been a valued
member of the Cabinet and a strong and
steady leader of the Department of Energy.
He helped develop our National Energy
Policy to reduce our country’s reliance on
foreign sources of energy and to provide
reliable, affordable, and environmentally
sound energy for America’s future. He
launched new technological research initia-
tives that will lead to the next generation
of pollution-free automobiles and clean coal
powerplants. In the war on terror, Spence
Abraham played a pivotal role in keeping

the most dangerous weapons out of the
hands of the most dangerous people
through his work on nuclear nonprolifera-
tion.

I am very grateful for Spence’s service
and thank him for his sacrifice and hard
work for America. I wish him and Jane

all the best.

NotE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
made available Secretary Abraham’s letter of
resignation.

Statement on the Resignation of Ann M. Veneman as Secretary of

Agriculture
November 15, 2004

Ann Veneman has been a strong advo-
cate for America’s farm and ranch families.
As Secretary of Agriculture, she has been
a valuable member of my Cabinet, working
to ensure that we promote economic op-
portunities for farmers and ranchers, ensure
a safe and wholesome food supply, and sell
American farm products all around the
world.

I commend Ann for her efforts to enact
and implement a responsible farm bill with
strong conservation provisions. I greatly ap-
preciate Ann’s leadership in ensuring that
we responded quickly and effectively to
protect the American food supply following
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the discovery of BSE in the United States
and following September 11th. She has
helped ensure commonsense forest man-
agement and skillfully implemented the
Healthy Forests Initiative. She has played
a key role in opening markets and in ensur-
ing a level playing field for America’s farm
products.

Ann has served our country with distinc-
tion and integrity. I appreciate her fine
work and wish her well.

NotE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
made available Secretary Veneman’s letter of
resignation.
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